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MUSEUM OF CHILDHOOD 

711. Hon BARBARA SCOTT to the minister representing the Minister for Culture and the Arts: 

Hon Graham Giffard:  She is still a parliamentary secretary. 

Hon Ken Travers:  Time is ticking down. 

The PRESIDENT:  Order, members!  I am sure that if the member asks a question, someone will answer it. 

Hon BARBARA SCOTT:  I refer to the Museum of Childhood.  Australia’s only museum of childhood is owned 
by Edith Cowan University and is currently located at ECU’s Claremont campus.  It is to be closed and stored in 
a Department of Culture and the Arts warehouse in Kewdale. 

(1) Does the Government agree that the valuable and unique collection of 16 000 pieces of Western 
Australian heritage treasures should be mothballed and stored? 

(2) Can the minister offer any other alternative storage; and, if not, why not? 

(3) Has the minister raised this issue with the Minister for Education and Training or the Premier; and, if 
not, why not? 

Hon GRAHAM GIFFARD replied: 

On behalf of the parliamentary secretary representing the Minister for Culture and the Arts I have an answer 
from the minister.  The answer is dated Friday, 17 September 2004. 

(1) The public programs and exhibitions of the Museum of Childhood are separate matters from storage of 
the collection.  How these are supported in the future is of great concern to the Government.  Edith 
Cowan University is being encouraged to consider the significance and importance of its custodianship 
and its future planning for the Museum of Childhood. 

(2) The Western Australian Museum and the Department of Culture and the Arts are providing advice to 
the Museum of Childhood on planning for its future.  This includes seeking assistance from the 
Department of Culture and the Arts on the possibility of storing the collection at Welshpool for a short 
period until new premises can be located. 

(3) Yes. 
 


